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Common Assessment #1:  Applying Map Skills – November/December 
 

Mapping/Geography Skills 
(September – November) 

MAPPING SKILLS/VOCABULARY 
 

1. Identify/describe types of maps: 
(political, physical, historical, 
climate, etc) 

 
2. Identify/describe parts of a map:  

(legend, scale, compass rose, etc) 
 

3. Measuring with longitude and 
latitude 

 
4. Identify absolute and relative 

location 
 
5. Geography/demographic terms (see 

appendix) 

CHARTS AND GRAPHS 
 

1. Types of charts and graphs 
 
2. Purposes/Uses for charts and graphs 

 
3. Reading and Interpreting charts and 

graphs 

 
4. Uses and purposes of the World 

Atlas 

APPLYING MAP SKILLS: 

SOUTH/CENTRAL AMERICA 
 

1. Describe South America using 
absolute/relative location 

 
2. Describe South America using 

various types of maps 
 

3. Using South America describe 
climate, economy and population. 

 
4. Use charts and graphs to describe 

life in South America. 
 

5. Use an atlas to describe South 
America. 
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Comm0n Assessment #2:  Applying the Five Themes - March 

Five Themes of  
Geography (December – March) 

FIVE THEMES OF GEOGRAPHY 
 
1. Identify and describe the five themes 

of geography: 
 

 Location 
 Place 
 Human 

environment/interaction 
 Movement 
 Region 

 

APPLYING THE FIVE THEMES WITHIN 

EUROPE AND AFRICA 
 
1. Region: Identify the different regions 

within Europe and Africa. 
 
2. Movement:  Describe the movement 

of goods and products within Europe 
and Africa. 

 Justify how the movement 
influences the different 
European/African cultures. 

 
 

3. Human Environment: List ways that 
Europeans/Africans depend on their 
environment. 

 Explain how their dependence 
on their environment satisfies 
their basic needs. 

  
4. Place:  define physical/human 

characteristics and natural and 
cultural characteristics. 

 Differentiate between the 
characteristics within Europe 
and Africa. 

 
5. Location:  Identify and describe the 

differences between absolute and 
relative locations on European and 
African countries.  
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Common Assessment #3:  Different types of government/cultural/economic systems 

Civics/Culture/Economics 
(April – June) 

CIVICS AND GOVERNMENT 
 
1. Introduce key vocabulary (such as 

describing a nation) 
 
2. Explain the different types of 

government using countries within 
Asia. 

 
3. Introduce and apply different types 

of maps of Asia that show the various 
forms of governments (monarchy, 
democracy, dictatorship, etc) 

 
4. Analyze how independence was 

achieved within subgroups of Asia. 
 

ECONOMICS 
 

1. Identify and describe the three main 
forms of economic systems (market, 
command, traditional). 

 
2. Categorize supply and demand within 

Asian countries. 
 
3. Evaluate how economics has affected 

Asian countries. 
 
4. Compare and contrast all systems as 

they are found on the continent of 
Asia. 

APPLYING CIVICS/ECONOMICS/CULTURE 
 
1. Using these areas of the world (Asia), 

classify where the different forms of 
government exist and evaluate why 
some regions flourish while others 
flounder. 

 
2. Describe the political and social 

status of women in selected 
countries. 
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Appendix:  Essential Vocabulary 
 
 
 
All vocabulary as identified in our curriculum is outlined in the Grade 6 standards of the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks for 
History and Social Sciences (2003).  
 
6.2 Use geographic terms correctly, such as 

delta 
glacier 
location 
settlement 
region 
natural resource 
human resource 
mountain 
hill 
plain 
plateau 
river 
island 
isthmus 
peninsula 
erosion 
climate 
drought 
monsoon 
hurricane 
ocean and wind currents 

tropics 
rain forest 
tundra 
desert 
continent 
region 
country 
nation 
urbanization  


